EDWARD STANLEY PAGE
18th June 1896 to 29th August 1916
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If you have any corrections or additional information, please let me know at theburnhams@btinternet.com.

FAMILY
Edward Stanley (“Eddie”) Page was born at 36 Saint Alphonsus Road, Clapham Common, London, on 18th June 1896, the oldest child and only son of Arthur Stanley Page (1869-1903) and Alice Jane Green (1864-1927).  The family soon moved to 8 Dault Road, Wandsworth Common, where Edward’s younger sisters, Ada Louise (14th October 1898), Violet Kate (14th August 1900) and Alice (6th June 1903) were born.
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36 Saint Alphonsus Road today (Google Streetview)
Arthur Page was a shorthand clerk, and a keen member of the Polytechnic in Regent Street, where he belonged to the rambling, cycling and St John’s Ambulance sections, as well as attending lectures and using the gymnasium.  However, on 30th June 1903, six weeks after starting a new job with Hampton & Sons, estate agents, in Cockspur Street, London, he died suddenly of a heart attack at the office, aged only 34.
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Arthur Stanley Page

His widow, Alice Jane Page, moved to Tyneside, where her father, George Green (1832-1901), a former petty officer in the Royal Navy, had been responsible for gunnery training on a RNVR ship, and where several brothers and sisters still lived.
At first Alice Page may have kept a tobacconists shop in Tynemouth Road, North Shields.  By 1911 the family had moved to 79 South Palmerston Street, South Shields where Mrs Page kept a wardrobe shop (a second-hand clothes shop).  Edward Page had left school (probably in July 1910) and was working as an errand boy.
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South Palmerston Street in 1981 – demolished the following year (South Tyneside Images)
[image: image5.jpg]A
SRS e
o h
57 RN A
et Tl Py
AR
Bt

s’





Edward Stanley Page

MILITARY

On 4th August 1914, Great Britain declared war on Germany and it quickly became clear that the small, professional British Army was not big enough for a global conflict with European powers with large conscript armies.  There was a rush to volunteer, and one form this took was the formation of “Pals” battalions.  These were recruited locally – often with civic leaders or prominent businessmen taking the lead – and those joining were promised that they would be able to serve alongside other men from the same area.

One such was the 2nd Tyneside (Commercial) Battalion of the Northumberland Fusiliers which was raised at Newcastle on the 16th November 1914.  Edward Page enlisted in it soon afterwards, with the service number 19/592.  By December, the unit had been officially designated as the 19th Battalion, and it had been decided to convert it to a pioneer battalion, following a decision to attach pioneers to the British Expeditionary Force.

Before the war, there had been pioneer battalions in India, but none in the Home Army.  Lieut.-Colonel John Shakespear, an ex-Indian Army officer who commanded the 18th Battalion through the First World War, observed that “the Pioneer is a peculiar person, who can be an infantry-man one day, a trench digger in ‘No Man’s Land’ at night, an expert in barbed wire, a bridge builder, a layer of railway tracks, a sapper, and such like.  In fact, he is an infantry-man and engineer combined (but without the pay of the latter).  All through he is a valuable reserve to the front line, and many is the time he is called upon; he is often ‘loaned’ to another division or army corps.  When his friend the infantryman goes ‘back’ for a rest, the pioneer still carries on in the vicinity of the batteries.”

The Newcastle Journal reported that on 12th January 1915 “the 19th Service Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers (2nd Tyneside) left Newcastle for their training quarters at Morpeth.  They paraded at headquarters, Osborne Avenue, and marched to the Central Station in two sections.  The men were in khaki and proceeded along Osborne Road, Jesmond Road, Barras Bridge, Northumberland Street, Pilgrim Street, Market Street, Grey Street, Mosley Street and Collingwood Street.  There was a large crowd at the station, and the Commercials were given a good send-off.”
The Morpeth Herald reported the following month that “since the war began our good old cosy country town has had more of a military than an agricultural character, the one which for long centuries it possessed.  The present month has seen that new character greatly emphasised by the arrival of the thousand and odds Tyneside Commercial or 19th (Service) Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, for their two or three months’ preliminary drill.  The exigencies of the war and its demand for more men, and still more men, have greatly disarranged life in our midst.  Not only schools and education, but churches and religion have had to give way before the peremptory requirements.  In the public elementary schools, not only the scholars, but the teachers, too, are half-timers.  The pupils of those of the schools still in use for education attend in the morning, and their places are taken in the afternoon by those of the other schools that have been wholly given up to the military.”

During their initial training at Morpeth, the 19th Battalion was officially designated as a Pioneer Battalion on 8th February 1915.  Recreation was not overlooked, with sing-songs, football matches and at Easter 1915 there were sports competitions on the Olympic Sports Field in Morpeth.

On 4th May the Battalion arrived at Cramlington where they were in tents – a novel experience for many- together with the 16th and 18th Battalions of the Northumberland Fusiliers and the 18th Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry, the whole forming the 122nd Infantry Brigade.
On 16th June, the 19th Battalion entrained at Cramlington to join 35th Division – part of Lord Kitchener’s Fourth New Army - in and around Masham, North Yorkshire as its divisional pioneer unit.  All the infantry battalions in the Division were “Bantams” (height from 5’ up to 5’ 3”, the normal regulation minimum height) but not the divisional troops (artillery, engineers, etc.) nor the Pioneers.
The Division moved to Salisbury Plain in August 1915 for final training – the 19th Battalion moved to No. 1 Camp, Perham Down, near Tidworth on 19th August.  In December 1915 the Division was told that it would be going to Egypt and then Mesopotamia (now Iraq) and tropical clothing and pith helmets were issued.  When they paraded on Salisbury Plain wearing their helmets the “Bantams” were said to look like overgrown mushrooms.  However, the need for reinforcements on the Western Front meant that the Division was ordered to France instead, and soft caps and gas helmets were issued instead of the pith helmets.  On 28th January, the Battalion entrained at Ludgershall, travelled to Southampton and there embarked on the Caesarea, a ship of the London & South Western Railway, used in peacetime on the Channel Islands service.  They landed at Le Havre on 29th January 1916 and after an uncomfortable night in the rest camp, continued very early the following morning by train.  Accommodation was in goods vans, marked with the famous “Hommes 40, Chevaux 8” and the journey was slow, with many stops and much bumping.  At stations where there was a YMCA hut, there was a rush for hot coffee.  After twenty hours, the train reached St Omer in the early hours, and there was a long march with heavy packs to the billeting area at Staple.
We do not know when Edward Page became a Lance Corporal.  At the time, and indeed until 1961, Lance Corporal was strictly speaking an appointment rather than a rank, held by selected privates, and usually carrying extra pay. The appointment was made by the man's commanding officer and could be taken away by him for disciplinary reasons, unlike full corporals who could only be demoted by order of a court martial.
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Edward Stanley Page with his Lance-Corporal’s chevron
In the Neuve Chapelle sector in May 1916, the Germans, after a heavy preliminary bombardment, attacked a trench held by the 15th Sherwood Foresters.  The raid was repulsed, but about 300 yards of trench were blown in and several men were buried.  A company of the 19th Battalion of the Northumberland Fusiliers then worked night and day for 48 hours, under constant attack with rifle grenades, to rebuild the breastworks of the trenches and to dig out those who had been buried.

The 19th Battalion moved on Sunday 2nd July to take part in the Somme offensive.  They were again principally engaged on repair work to trenches, a never-ending task which often had to be done under cover of darkness and which was always dangerous as the enemy artillery had the locations of the opposing trenches precisely fixed and could shell them even in the dark if the outposts detected any sound.
In August 1916, the weather was warm and sunny, and the troops were allowed to bathe in the river.  On 10th August, the Battalion moved to Citadel camp near Bray-sur-Somme, entraining at Hangest and detraining at Méricourt-l’Abbé.
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Hangest station in about 1910

It was recognised that the “Bantam” Battalions had been asked to do a task beyond their capabilities, and the 35th Division was withdrawn on the 26th and 27th August to be replaced by the 5th Division, a Regular army division.  However, the 19th Northumberland Fusiliers remained in the front line at the disposal of the 5th Division.
The Battalion’s War Diary for 28th August –typical of many others – reads: 
“6.30 p.m.  Y Company: Exeter Trench dug between Assembly and Lonely Trenches to depth of 4’0” width 3’0”.  Previous night’s work deepened.  Work delayed by shellfire.  Returned 6 a.m.  Casualties 5 killed, 10 wounded.”
One of the five men killed on the spot was Edward Stanley Page.  Also killed in the same incident were Privates E. Clarke (from Ashington), J. G. Hunter (from Sunderland), David McKibbin (from Gateshead) and F. R. (‘Frank’) Shaw (a 32-year-old married man from New Delaval), while Private P. D. Gibson (another South Shields man) died of his wounds later on 29th August.
Although many accounts of the First World War emphasise the casualties caused by machine gun fire and snipers, in fact some three quarters of the deaths on the Western Front resulted from artillery fire, so Edward Page’s fate was shared by countless others.

According to the Shields Daily Gazette for 14th September, “his mother received the following letters of sympathy from the officer of his regiment and the Chaplain.  The officer wrote, ‘It is with great regret that I write to inform you of the death of your son, Lance-Corporal E. S. Page.  He was killed on the morning of the 29th by a shell, as we were returning from work.  He had been in my platoon until a few weeks ago when he was transferred to another platoon, and I cannot speak too highly of him.  He was respected by all, and we greatly regret losing him.  Words really fail to express one’s feelings at such a time as this, but in closing I trust you will accept my deepest sympathy in your sad loss.’

“The Chaplain wrote, “As the Chaplain attached to the battalion of which your son was a member, I write to you to give some news of him.  He was out working with the rest of the company on the 28th and 29th August night in the trenches.  They had done their work, all the time being exposed to shells from the enemy, and were returning when a sad thing happened.  They had to pass through a valley which was constantly shelled by the enemy.  I regret to say that a shell came over while they were passing this, with the result that six were killed, including your son, and nine were wounded.  He was buried along with two others, who fell near him, by his comrades, who greatly respected him, and a cross, which was taken up two days after, marks the place where he was buried.  So you can rest assured that all that was possible was done for your son in the way of burial.  His death was instantaneous, and he suffered no pain.  This will, I know, be a great shock to you and yours.  I sincerely sympathise with you.  It is some consolation to know he did his duty nobly for King and country, and in closing this note I would point you to Him who alone knows all our trouble and who alone can give comfort and strength and guidance to His servants who fully trust in Him.  That the Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, may do this for you and yours at this time is the sincere and earnest prayer of yours in His service. – C. H. Staveley.’”
[Rev Claude Harold Staveley MA (1888-1958) came from a wealthy family in the East Riding and was educated at Clare College, Cambridge.  His older brother, Frederick Simpson Staveley, a Captain in the 3rd Yorkshire Regiment, was killed in Belgium in March 1915.  Then a curate at Attercliffe, C.H. Staveley was appointed a temporary Chaplain to the Forces from 1st January 1916, and was attached to the 19th Battalion from 20th April 1916 to 27th February 1917.  After the war he returned to parishes around Sheffield for some years before being appointed Vicar of Leven, near Driffield.]

After the war, the Commonwealth War Graves Commission re-interred Edward Page’s body at the Delville Wood Cemetery, Longueval, France (Grave reference XXXI. I. 1), alongside E. Clarke and J. G. Hunter.
The 19th Battalion’s experience on the Somme is summed up in the official history: “We left the Somme tired and weakened, and with our ranks sadly depleted.”  Among the many casualties was Edward Stanley Page.
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Delville Wood Cemetery, Longueval (CWGC)
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